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then " find it possible to arrive at a modus vivendi on other
communal problems/'
Accordingly, the Prime Minister agreed to settle the
dispute provided he was given a definite assurance by the
members of the Minorities' sub-Committee that they would
support his decision. Gandhi, while welcoming the Prime
Minister's offer, declined to commit the Congress either to
recognize the Government's power of arbitration on the
communal issue or to accept their verdict if it were pre-
judicial to the growth of Indian national life. The matter
was referred to a Consultative Committee set up after the
second Round Table Conference, but they, too, having failed
to come to an agreement, requested His Majesty's Govern-
ment to fulfil an undertaking given by the Prime Minister
to apply a provisional scheme of settlement. The terms of
the settlement, known as the British Government's " Com-
munal Award/' were announced on August 17, 1932.
Settlement by an outside party, not wholly disinterested,
of a problem which is deeply rooted in the socio-religious
systems of a country, can never be satisfactory.
The Award created 12 separate electoral compartments,
namely, (i) Hindus, (2) Moslems, (3) Sikhs, (4) Anglo-
Indians, (5) Britishers, (6) Depressed classes, (7) Indian
Christians, (8) Commerce and Industry, (9) Landlords and
Capitalists, (10) Labour, (n) University men, and (12)
Women. It devised ingenious schemes for weightage and
preferential representation in order to placate the various
Communalist groups. At best, it could be described as a
provisional patchwork of compromises between the rival
claims of the Minorities.1
The Award was greeted with scorn and abuse from the
Congress Party. Gandhi was at the time in prison, and on
1 The Award provided that seats in the Provincial Legislatures should
be distributed as follows : General (mainly Hindu), 705 ; Moslem, 489;
Depressed classes, 61 ; Commerce and Industry, 54 ; Labour, 38 ; Land-
holders, 35 ; Sikhs, 35 ; Europeans, 25 ; Indian Christians, 21 ; Backward
Areas, 20 ; Anglo-Indians, 12 ; and Universities, 8.

